possible moment

Board of Elections, has given unsparingly of his
time to the study of the present electlon laws,
and he has reached many interesting conclusions
concerning changes which in his opinion should
be made at the earliest opportunity.
sloner Blalr thinks that the ballot liself is sim-
ple enough and that the average elector is now
fully educated in the art of voting.
trouble 18 that the election law is too compli-

ing the polling hours of Election Day.

~ this requirement of the law, It will be necessary

that it

 “The
- getting
be

ful
* Wormerly bank clerks and accountants did the |
acoept '
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THE NEWS OF BROOKLYN.

Brookiyn and Long Island readers of The

York City edition of the paper, with a special 4t

MANY CHANGES NEEDED

COMMISSIONER  BLAIR POINTS OUT
DEFECTS IN THE ELECTION LAW.

WORK OF POLL CLERKS
BE BIMPLIFIED

HE THINKS THE
AND CANVASSERS BHOULD
-.VOTERS SHOULD HAVE MORE FREE-
POM IN THE BELECTION OF CAN-
DINATES AND PRESENT EX-
HAUSTIVE HOURS OF
LAROR SHOULD BE
EHUNTENED.
s taught by a popular

¢oncern the suc-
s rival

Many lessons are alway
election that do not directly
cess of one party or the fallure of it
This year's battle of the ballots was not half
over before the Electlon Commissioners, taught
by thelr experience with eclection clerks and
voters began to tell each other of changes that
should be made in the electlon jaws, bul now,
with the voting and the counting of the voles as
things of the past, the Commissioners are in-
clined to believe that If they constituted the
Legislature they would be more disposed to
make a complete new law than to try to pateh
up the present statute.

The sclence of voting and the complementary
aclence of collecting the VOtes and ascertain-
ing their declsions betwoeen the candidates have
gradually been developed to & point where fraud
is diMcult, and where people of ordinary intel-
ligenco have no trouble {n voting secretly for
whom they wish., The part of the electlon offi-
clals is, however, 80 complicated by an overplus
of legal red tape that much is yet to be ACCOmM=
plished, the Election Commissloners say, be-
fore perfection I8 approached.  This year's
election, with its unusual incentives to vote re-
gardless of party ties, and the uncommon spirit
of independence, placed before the poll clerks
and the canvassers on Election Night a col-
lection of ballots the like of which, for puzeling
and perplexing problems, Was never equalled. !
More than ever the Commissioners are con-
vinced that the laws should be gimplified and
conformed to tha dictates of common-sense and
reason in many particulars, which mean little
to the man whose only work on Election Day is
to cast his vote, but much to the army of clerks
which has to work hard and long to glve the
publie the result of the vollng at the earliest

Renjamin F. Blair, the vice-president of the

Commis-

But the

cated, and that the entire system of con-
ducting elections should be simplified.  In
several respects, he thinks, the present
law s inferior to those which have pre-
ceded It. The Raines election law provides for
each polling place four canvassers and two poll
clerks. Mr. Blalr says he does not think that
® force of asix men ia peeded at the polling place
all the time, and he would remedy the situation
by dispensing entlrely with the poll*clerks dur-

BUGGESTIONS FOIl CHANGES,

Talking with a Tribune reporter yesterday In
his law office at No. 32 Liberty-st, Mr. Blair
sald: “The present law, it seemsa to me, pravides
altogether too much work for the slection offt-
clals. For some of the work which the clerks
and canvassers are ohliged to do I ean sée no
urgent need. TFor instance, the two noll clerks
have to stay at the polls all day and busy them-
eselves 'ke=ping record of the election as the
law calls it. Here is the paragraph describing
the work:

“The poll clerks will make nn entry in respect
to any elector untll an official ballot has been
delivered to him Ly the ballot clerks, and hls
name and the number of the ballot g0 delivered
have been announced by the latter officers, They
will then enter, in the first column, the numhber
of the elector In the successive order of the
delivery of the ballota. That is to say, the
first elector to whom a ballot {s deliversd will

be No. 1, the second elector No, 2, and
#o on throughout the day. To avoid con-

fuslon, if not an utter fallure to comply with

for the poll clerks ta exerclss great care. It
has bheen suggested that mistakes might be
avolded by keeping at hand a sheet of paper
and jotting down congecutively thereon the num-
bers of the electorg as they receive thelr ballots,
By that means the poll clerks will never be at
a loss as to the proper number of an elector, as
they might otherwise be brcause of the necessity
of turning from one page to another of the poll-
book in order to enter the names of the electors

in alphabetical order.”
LESS WORK FOR POLL CLERKS

“The ohject of this work seems Lo be to Insure
against an exchanxe of ballots between the
voters and to provida other hinderances for
fraud. Other provislons of the law, I bellevs,
accomplish the same result, and thus make this
work unnecessary, After election the books on
which the poll clerks expend all this work are
rarely If ever referred to. If 1 were asked to
suggest an amendment to the law, 1 would pro-
pose that the poll clerks he relieved of all duty
during the day, and that elther they or some
other set of workers be provided to ald In the
ecounting of the votes when the polls close late
in the afternoon

“Faw persons except those who have worked
at the polls ever reallze the strain upon a man's
mental and phyeical endurance which the pres-

t law compels the electlon officlal to endure,
i-'ns men are obliged to appear at the polling-

lace early enough in the morning to have all
n readiness for the bhallot-hox to be opened for
business at § o'clock. This means that they
must leave their beds and start out on thelr
work by 0 o'clock. According to the gtrict in-
terpretation of the law, they cannot leave the

Ing-room from that time untfl the voting is
x:m. and the votes are all counted, and that Is
rarely ascompliehed before midnight, and often
to be proldhged indefinitely into the fol-
ing day. Besldes the Inhuman treatment
which such laws Inflict. one must constder the
abllity of & man to work carefully and effi-
olnmlf on the !mportant task of counting the
wvole late at night, after an exciting and ex-
bausting day of tha clozest confinement. Is 1t
any wonder that mistakes are made In the
gounts, and that we have all this trouble with
nts and miscalculatione? No employer
would think of nsking his men to work steadlly
at an fmportant job where vast Interests were
at stake for twenty or more hours without rest
and a proper opportunity for refreshment.

“My suggestion would be that the poli clerks
be relleved of their unimportant day work, and
yeserved to begin thelr work where the can-
vasaers leave off, in the counting and tallying
of the returns. I do not say that the canvass-
eors should be dlspensed with entirely in the
evening, but I do not know that a fuil staff
of six or more men Is needed all this time,
There are other things requiréd of the clerks

canvassera In the day hours, which 1
might well be left undone, In order that
the workers may have some opportunity to
save thelr energy for the night, when the
oare must be taken to see that every
is recorded just as the elector (ntended
should be.
SKILLED MEN NEEDED.

difficulty which we now experlence in
skilled men to eount the votes would
largely done away with If this change could
made. We need men of great skill and care-

tralning for the tallylng and counting..

but they cannot such onerous
a8 those the clerks h .
whtle' they could and would be giad ‘te

i P Ty e —

Tribune recelve the complete regular News

splay of Hrooklym mews added.

epend the evenlng on the hallots, They could

*yeat throughout the day, take ample npportunis

ty to study up their duties, and then appear
fresh and strong, ready for a hard night's work
which they could do far more effectively and
aoceptably than the overworked canvassers, who
have been on duty sinee daylight.

“Most of the men who now get the election
work come to us on the recommendation of
party workers, They are men without steady
employment, and constitute the elass of per-

s who are alwayvs looking for odd jobs.
-_l: ring the principle that all the best work-
ers always have steady jobe, it 1s casy to sea
that the bLest and most eMeient workers are
1'.1"--.1\' available, Still, they are hard and willing
wurkers, and their labor is generally well and
faithfully done. We pow have to take great
care tn gecure good penmien for poll elorks,
merely beeause of the name copying, which, as

I have salid, seema to me unimportant.  If that
copying could be abandoned, we would have
legs trouble in picking our men.

REGISTRATION CUMPERBOME,

“The system of registration is also unneces-
sarily cumbersome, It seems to me, One defoct
In the system, 1 think, Is the method of taking
the names of the voters, The pames are now
recorded in alphabetical order, but, as they are
printed for distribution and for use at the polls
they mugt appear in the ordee of the street
numbers of the voters. This mukes [t necessary
for the canvassers and clerks to work through
l_ln- last night of regigtration or the following
Sunday to reclassify the pames and put them
in shape, 1f the names were recorded according
to the adlresses in the first place, much of this
work would be avolded.

“I might go dn indefialtely telling you about
my opinions on the present law, and suggesting
amendments, but the end might as well be
made here as anywhers, 1 have tried only to
point out In a general way what seem to me the
most glaring faults with the present law.
RIGHTE IN PRIMARIES AND CONVENTIONS,

“Important as all these things are, the law
which ig now needed more than any other {8 ane
which will protect men in the exercise of thelir
rights In a polltical organization. This Is a sub-
Ject very difffeualt to deal wjth—probably more
diMeult than the Election law Mseelf —but it 18 a
subjiect whose importaroe is dally hecoming
mure apparent, and which is surely coming to
the front Of what uge is a ballot to & man on
Flection Day if he ecannot have some volee In
chooging the men for whom he is to vote? Now,
the best most men can do |8 to ratify the cholces
of other men who suceeed in one way or another
in controlling the conventions and primarfes.
When the primaries and conventions are so con-
gtituted and condueted that all men can have a
part In them, the right 1o do 80 will be more
dear to the voter than it is now, When you ge-
cura to men the unobsirncted right to exercise a
cholea hke this, they wiil prize their rights
m highly and will use them. My sincerest
wish 15 that the dav may soon arrive when all
men can be as free tooact on their convictlons in

T

the sgelection of their party's candidates at the
primaries as they are now to choose hetweon
| the rearcsentatives of the opposing parties at

the polls.”

- =
READINGS BY MISS FIELD.

HER FIRST APPEARANCE BEFORE AN IN-

STITUTE AUDIENCE,
Mary French Fileld, daughter of the
Field, read last nleht, In Associatlon Hall, befora
members of the Hrooklyn Institute of Arts and
Selennes, fram her father's works. Mise Field has
appenred before In Drooklyn, but never to an In-
Her selectiong included some of

Inte Eugene

aud .
nudienee,

stitute
her father's best known and most popular podme

TROLLEYS I‘-‘l\' THE SEA BEACH ROAD.

THE HEIGHTS COMPANY INTENDS TO MAKE
ITE CONNECTIONE WITH THE TINE
BY NEXT SUMMER
Work hns been begun hy the Hrooklyn Helghts

Rullroad Company for the operition of the trolley
uyEtem on the Sex Beach rond nexi =pring ‘The

Brookiyn Helghts company han se ured nn abgo-
lute title to the 8e¢a Beach properiy. with which, Ly
the summer, {8 proposes to make three Jifforent
connections., The principal connection will bhe at
Sixty-fitth-st, and Second-ave, This connection Is
entered through a eut, which extends for somne

stanea bhefare it comes outl In what s known us
West Hrookiyn

The Third-nve, and the Uourt-st
peot with the Sea Beach  road
Speclal facilitles will slso  ha
trunsportation  of  passengers
ninth-st. ferry by menns of the W
1t 1= algo proposed 1o connect the Nostrand n
Finthush ave, lnes with the newly acqulred p
The work of clearing the terminal ¥

Hnes will
nt this
pravided
from th
Bt

eTLy.
Second-ave, and BIxty-ffth-s8t. hus uiso been bhegun
1t in sadd that P. B Plynn, president of 1he

Giravesend and ¢ ¢ Istnnd Radirowd, will, if the
opportunity presents itself, try to 2top the Hrook-
vy Heights company from extending its lines over
the new purchags,

£l
MRR. MEYER DECLARED NOT INSANE.

-

SUPERINTENDENT ELLIOTT BAYE SHE IS A RET.
TR BUBJECT FOR AN ALMAHOUSE
THAN AN ASYLUM.

Buperintendent Elliott of the Leng Island State
Horepltal for the Infnne on Friday informed Super-
Intendent Dursen of the Fluthush ssylum  that
Catherine Meyer, who was recently committed 1o
that inatitution, had been pluced under eareful
survelllanes, and that she was o better sublect for
the almshouse or the Flatbush hospltal. The let-
ter stated that Dr, Dewing, the general superin-
tendent, had concurred |n the opinlon, a
the woman wWas not insane und«‘r l!u-'lnrf:}prﬂ::':
tion of the law, and that she would be dismissed
alu. BOOD #8 the Commissioners were ready to take
T

The Charities Commissioners yes
perintendent Murray of the J\Inyi'm"lﬁ|r|'11-.-‘|Er l‘l?":mll‘l‘!’;
ready 1o recelve the woman. He sald he had had
no experience with her, but would do the best he
could. Many are of the opinlon that Mrs, Meyer
rightly belongs In the insane asylum, and that the
only solutlon of the problem now is through legls-
lution. The Commissioners refused to discuss the
cuse

e
STABBED AND MAY DIE.

A QUARREL BETWEEN TWO MEN LIKELY TO END
. FATALLY,

Oswnld Scharer, thirty-three years old, of No. 229
Harman-st, 19 In & critlcal condition in 8t Cath-
erine's Hospital, suffering from three stab wounds
in the right side of the neck und one In the cheat,
juat over the heart. The latter wound, 1t Is feared,
may cause hig death, The wounds, 1t Is al'eged,
were inflicted by Frederlck Welnland, of No, 219
Himrod-s1., who s now in jall. Both men had been
fast friends untll & year ago, when they quarrelled,
becauss, as Beharer says, Welnland prevented him
from securing a place in Osman's dye works, st
Cypress Hills, where Weinland I8 employed.

The stabbing occurred on the Knlekerbocker-ave.
lu:.ilon pIn,tr'crm ‘ur the Myrtig-ave. elevated rall-
road, just after ‘elock
WS w‘lmened by :ggut nﬁ“‘;ﬁ;ﬁ, w;;nolng.or:l;g
who were in the gathering falnted, and considerable
n:ﬁnm‘:nac followed among the others.
land stepped In front of him, preventing him from
en t car. Th y
ﬁ:cu Rveiaiact  bion 1o the. faoe Sitk hie oy

lo they w
was ann'{n ‘t're‘!\n?il;lu(’,: Ig':niha o
shouted In warning, A few secop
eried that he had been stabbed.
Just then Policeman Janvin entered

h’u‘i?&-‘:"

who
Bcharer

BROOKLYN BOROUGH'S PRESIDENT

!“'H.-\T EDWARD M. GROUT WILL HAVE TO
| Do, AND HOW HE INTENDS TO DO IT.
| gy the provisions of the charter by which the
grenter ity Wil be governed, the duties of the
harough president are specifieally st ited,  While
the ofee is nominally infertor in its scope and
Nmitation to that ef Mayor, the incumbent will
have almost a3 extensive a field in w hleh th exer-
cise @ power for the material advapeement of the
city ns that bestowed upon it chief exeoutive It
m..-\- thus ba spparent that much will be required
af IIh.. men 1o whom have been introsted the duties
of the presidents of the five lioroughs which will
eonstitinge Grenter New-York
Edward M. Girout, the president-elect of the Thor-
ongh of Brookiyn, hiag even thus eariy gived posl-
ta the conduct of

tive ussurance that he will he

the office the digntty and dis) erostedness which
i1 warrants He hag spoken of 1t a8 being of no
lesg Impotiaace than that of Mavor End If hin
administration be in aceotdoncs with hie promlues

hardly admissible of consure will he

n standard
hilshed

¢l oof the five boroughs,
the charter, I8 to have a president
Muayor, and (o serve far the same period-four
vears, The presilents of the boronghs of Man-
hatian, Brooklyn and The Bronx are Lo receive ans
of $5.000; those of the boroughs of

[}

o proveslons of

nual salurles

EDWARD M GROUT

FProsfdent-¢loct of the Horoud of rookiyvm.
Querne nred  Hichmond, $1as aygel e piresti]
ol Lorovgh may lie removed by o Mayor, on
rhirgs 1 14 { Governor
Yaca are to | il ! L majority v
the membor £ the M pel Assembly represent-
ing tha borough In wi the vacaney exisis
8uch elections 1 by the May who pre
sides and ha % therots a tle In the

Franis

L lemporary

herer was about to board a train Wein- |

e men then clinched and fell on tglem 12" I!g !
ade o? nife

those dealing with children and ehlidhood belng, of | | Ve ONGTE i I
course, 1ha ones attracting the most Interest, The | 1he is ¥ b t
reader was assisted by Charles 8 Phillips, tenor, | 50 , ) I'.. i r
accompanied by H. E. H, Benedict. Mr. Phillips, | triie o fhalttatan | b gty ¥
nmong other songs, Five i muslen) setting by John | course cont I 1o s ow riot N
Hyait Brewer of Flelt’s lullaby, “The Rockabye | the HEEE -\l g gt
| Lady.” Mr. Brewer is a Hrookiynite, n member | b bt i Bl ol ol Meder et
of the Institute and of the Department of Musie, ll'-.,“r lnesl boat wityomabid Ll Yl i A A
which fucts lent un added Interest 1o the selectlon, | yone g Al P ik o ek
A companion song to the lullihy was Mro Brewer's | (500 (0 o Hals OF 8 BErt Bt mala,
seiting 1o James Whitcomb Riley's poem, "There's | ponie an the property | Tl W W s
Fver & Song Somawhars, My Dear.'” ‘This wis the | Garisersd th initinie proceedingre for the o)
whele programme: “The How Leg Boy Father's | slosing L p L r'a - v
Wav.,” “Jest fore Christmas'’ o e Fleldy, Miss | pepairing ' ' ‘
Fleld: “Ths Rockabye Lady There's Ever a Bong | sewers within 1 i 1,1 K
Somewhers, My lTwar tJohn Hyait Breweri. | Ing of sidewilk | 'y ! \
vQwertheart,” “Intherine's Curls” (0, B Hawlsy) | ting of street lamps and the | w of siredl signs
sr. Phillips; “Little Doy Blue! Mothor and | The local baatds  ma i o ‘
Chilt “Bome Time (Bugene Fiald), Miss Fleld, APET T of | oy o ¥ PRl
Ol That We Twa Were Maying'” “In ¥ 1wl ' et
1 Get Up st Night'' tehild's s Ethethert N | 1Ay [ 1 confiiet
“Love Token' (Franecis Th i1 1 T of the other Av part
Thee (Max Splekery, Mr, T ey YCusey's Tobile
10 Hate," “Buppose!™ “Plenie Time" (Eugenes Field), n the 1 E [ | " g of
Miss Field, ity
- t t
# 10 TR
A {har

et bt
The pros
vinte ¥ 1

exel

Whil f
twes L] Livnsi red i rhit I 0
et e " v bovotme 1 ! his
preoiple Ta be varl of the v i of
the lorger bed th 'raglident af ¥ 14
he  wi 1 1 will
hav H !
At f
Flasly " ! L] [}
tons will itely have to b frivnids
must he won to his e He n be i pratlin
mentwrtan  his presiding over deill t il
' e thnt-und hils dnowl (1} law
1 purport of the charter nalre will
nl teslig
Prostident Girout I= a praminent lawser, the faor
mer I-u:rm.- of Judge Willtatn 3. Gayner, snd i
and adyvocate of mu faad nwner
e §x about forty yenrs obd
 number of Hrook'sn elubs, Ha
Witk gradunted at Colgate

WiLL RBE CITY MAGISTRATES.

THEY

BROCKLYN POLICE JUBTICES Ty CHANGE THEIR

TITLES ON JANUARY |
Whon the new charter goes Into effect, on Janu-
ary 1, the elght Police Justices of Hrooklyn will

yesterday afternoan in Judge Brenner's Court, In
Adnme-81,  The nhsentess were Justloes Steern, of
; o and Nostrand, of Coney Istond,  Jusilce
Teile there was no politieas slenificance (o
e attached 1o the mesting. Those prosent simply
exumined the 224 leghl formy that will be in use
when the new year begins

L d
ELLEN PECK FIGHTS FOR FRERDOM,

APPLICATION MADE TO JUSTICE MADDOX FORL A
CERTIFICATE OF REASONAULE DOUT

Applieation wans made yesterduy before Justi-e
Maddnx In the Bupreme Court for 4 certificate of
reasanable doubt In the cose of Mre. Ellon Peck
who wis couvicted recently In New-York ity ,,|'-
grand larceny in the second degree, an a c-».l-m"[
offence, and senténced 1o State prison for fyve
years. The request was made by Mres, Peck’s eonn.
pel, pending an appeal to the Appellite Divislon of
the Bupremae Court,

The certificats of doulit acts as n stay of Procesd-
Ings. Mra. Peck's eounsel sald that she was now
about seventy years old. About twelve Years ngo
she was convicted of forgery In the third degres
and sentoneced to gerve four years. Bhe werved the
| term, and when she was Indieted on the last charge
the other was hrought up. Her counsel sald 11 was
nlleged that she went to a jewsller, Christlan Gind
and secured fewelry vildued a $on,. 8he 11 not pay
for it, aa she il that #he wanted to take it home
in order to show it to her duughter and son. 1f
they lked the valuahlis, she assured tha dealer
ghe would buy them. 1t wns also alleged that a
few days later she secursd another plece of jewelry
for which she pald in part. Mrs., Peck was con-
victed on the second count, the first count being
removed from the consideration of the jury by the
Court. Counsel alleged thar the conviction as a
m;ond o!ten;;l eould not smnnj o B

snistant strict-Atterney John D. Lindsay,
New-York, opposed the uﬂp]iu!lon. alle ). 2t
conviction was regular, and that it woul
reversed by the Appellate Court. Decleion
served.

_———
BURIED WITH MILITARY HONORS.

Charlesa W. Thbmas, a memher of Troap G, was
buried yesterday in Greenwood Cemetery. The
84 Platoon sent an escort to the funeral procesalon.
The detachment wore caps, blouses, overcoats, rid-

and, hearing  Scharer's cries, msel el ing breeches and boots, A onrr

Scharer wis then found to be cove % o mem' g asemsgrs g
e o o ing From s wounds 1 g eck tad - Pley=tia il SRS Bl WA Y oor
Rieried with the pn to‘tho :"‘;l It\.arn%m and .:uq udl?‘l:'d. {.:'M bearing ht’n' dead master's sabre
was taken o the Hamburg-ave. et tog | Soq gam A gy gy P g
o TR A
g.m‘“‘“ t of l%ymluuga‘e &wmb- the

, clected with the |

SHORE DRIVEWAY PLANS.

BIDS FOR THE SECOND SECTION TO BE
OPENED THIS WEEK.

THE WORK TO BE CARRIED AS FAR A8 SECOND-

AND LATER TO FORT HAMILTON-
CONDITION OF THE

AVE.,
AVE. - ACTUAL

SHORE ROAD AT PRESENT.
Although the wark on the 8hore Road under

sion, they are eompleting their plans for going
on, not only with the drive along the shore of
the Bay and the Narrows, hut also with the con-
nectlon neaded for dhsy access from Fort Hamil-
ton-ave, to the water-front. At a meeting of the
Commission to be held at the Cigy Hall on Tues-
day afternnon at 5§ o'elock bids will be opened
for the eonstruction of the second section of
the drive, which will earry it from the shore as
tar as Second-ave. between Sixty-fifth and
Sixty-sixth ste. The distance covered by this
goction is nearly half a mile.

The road here will not he hullt to the full width
planned, but under the law the Commisslon 18
wt Hberty to provide for partial econstruction.
The road will he constructed In the best manner
as far as it goes: and It 18 safe to say that this
ilme the Commissioners will not repeat their
mistake of glving the contract to a concern in-
enpalle of carrying It out sccording to agree-
ment, The first time they let a contract ther
gave It to the lowest bidder, In splte of the
reputation which that firm had gained, and the
result 1a that work which should have been
fintehed last Beptember Is now so far from com-
pletion that 1t 1s Impossible for any one to say
when the end will be in slght.

Besides the rontract to bhe awarded this week,
the Commissioners and their engineers are per-
focting plans for the last seetion of the work,
which will earry the drive all the way to Fort
Hamiltan-nve, and 1t is the intentlon to award
a contract for this section before the end of the
yonr. The plan I8 to go under Third-ave. by a
subway, and for the srnamental part of this
construction the services of MeKim, Mead &
White, the well-known architests, have heen
escured.  Artistle treatment of this part of the
work I8 thus assured,  The materia! obtalned
by exeavating for this eut or suhway will come
in handy In eonnectlon with the flling which
will ha necossary on the water-front,

Although the contract with oy Brothars
eralled for the eompletion of the Shors Road

proper by September 1, not a rod of the
roadway has yet been actually finlshed. A
fow woeks ago the contractors made an assign-

Fruh, and the Commigsioners
Fruh go on with the work and
0On account of

ta ivorge
consgented 1o et
t least see what he ennld An
cated by the slowness with which
as Aone by the Clty Works 1e-
tor the completian of the
December 1. From

ment

n
some delay
work w
partment, the
vt was extended to

¢riiain
time

cont
present Indleations very Ittte of v will be An-
| tehed by that time, and along large part of
the road nothing has ¥ef hween done s
Near the south end f the !mprovement, in
the wieinity of One.hun fridith-st., the |ast sur-
face 18 now heing rolled down, and a few rods
i the road will snon he ready for use, Hetween
this point and Ninety-seannd-st.  the telford
toundation has heen lald and much of the
| heoken stone eotrse has heen applied.  Heora,
ton, the gutters of birick have heen practically
smpleted  They are ahout four feet wide,
| and at present it is p «alble for a bhieyeler to

ha!f a riile an them without great
| ommort, although he 18 compelled tn give cloae
atiention to whers he In golng. A hint at least
| i n#forded him of what a fine thing the Shore
Hond will be in (s Anished atate
North of Ninety-second-st, little has beep done
for a considerable distance, although enhough
places to render the road virtually Impassa-
hWle then there are svidences of grading again,
and when Heventy-ninth-st. (s reached the
foundation ts found to have been lald, and the
brick gutter completed —on one alde here—for
plxty or seventy rods Bayond this the road Is
niglnly In s primitive state again as far as
Hay Hidge, where the curve will be made in

| ride about

the Alre tion of Fort Hamilton-ave,

fine thing can he salid for the roadway as
| far s it has heen copstructed =it Is bulit to
mAY The foundstion 18 of genuine telford,
| the large stone blocks helng carefully set by
| hand and the Interstices hetween them filled
In In the same way There |2 no doubt about
the permanent character af the wark

1t |s not strange that the Shore Road Com-
missloners are a set of diagusated men as they

lonk at what i# and think of what might have
heen If n competent and wide-awake contractor
oyed  Apparently, however, hay-
ing kot themselves “in a hole'' they have done
Wl b thelr power to hasten the completion of
the work at least, all that con!d be done with-
out galng Into the courts and tying the whole
business up tightly for severnl weeks N
e dquestions the good falth with which they
have acted, 10w only to be regretted that a
mintake was made In the awarding of the con-
tract—a mistake that I8 not at all lkely to be
repeated

e -
T CALL THE REV. DR. MACDONALD.

| HE WILL RE ARKED T BECOME PASTOR OF THT

WASHINGTON AVENUN BAPTIST CHURCH

At a miewting of the trustees of the Washington
| Avenue Haptist Churel, held on Friday evening, It
was votad to extend & cnll 1o the Hev, Dr. fobert

:.\]A Dranald, of Boston, Bhould Die. MacDonald no-
| vept, he will ba usked to bhegin his dutles on Jany-
iy L Givorke R Vernon, chalrman of the Pulpit

| Committen, prestded. The salary s fixed at $0,000,
| ', MacDonald huae been pastor of the Warren
Avenue Baptlst Church, which Is one of tha lead-
| tnie churches of Boston, for seven vears. He ls a
L Erandiate of the Newton Theological Benmlng n

1' wis for some time o graduste student at Hr:r'v:rg
University He Is thirty-seven years old

| The Washingion Aveniie Haptist Church (s ons of
Lthe aldest In tha elty. One af Its offshoots is the

change thelr titles to Chty Magisirates, ol two K wl Baptint O h. Th
Ry Rt LT g ammanuel Baptin wreh, e vacancy Lo "

’\?"""‘“"" v additlonal 10 th pow o the Bench | e AucDonadd s been enlled was chued h';htlh}l"'
will be appolnted, No Maghstrate will be assigned | sudden death of the Rav. Dr. Frank M. Ellis. Dr
to i court permanentls, but will, tn hie turs, mike | Elis, who came to this clty from Daltimore, was
the ciroult of the el U the successor of the Rev. Dr. Edward HBridslin

To famillaries themeelves with the new  law | Dr. MacDonald is not unknown to Brooklyn paoplal
blanks that will come (nito use, and to tnlk over | He has preached in the Clinton Avenue ?‘nnm a-
the Eltuation senerally, Justices ‘T Ptrenner, | Honal Chureh and In the Lafayetta Avonue Preshy-
Kramer, Worth, Lemon and birtstow Lol a sessjon | terlan Chureh, and was well recelved hy both con-

gregntlons,

= 5
T EXTEND THE INSTITUTE'S WORK.

A PURLIC MEETING TO BE HELD AT THFRE HAN.
OVER CLUR TO-MORROW NIGHT.

An effort s belng made to extend the winter lect.
ures of the Brooklyn Institute to the Eastern Dis-
trict by & number of the prominant residents in
that seetlon of the elty, Three churches have of-
fored the use of thelr buildings, and a publle meet-
ing will be held to-morrow night tn the Hanover
Club,  Redford-ave. and Rodney-st., to try and
bring about a satlsfactory result,

At o recent meeting a committes composed of
Muyor Frederlck W, Wurater, Herbert F. Gunnlson,
Gearge 1L Fisher, the HRev. Dr, John Coleman
Adams, the Rev. Dr. J. H. Darllugton, Danle] T.
Wilsan, Henry . Wright, Walter H. Qunnison,
Georga 1), Hamlin, the Rev. Dr. J. D. Wells, the
Hav, I'r. J. T, Duryen, Thomus P, Peters, Willlam
. Hryant, the Hev, Sylvester Malone, Andrew D,
Haled, Jumes D Bell, Herman Mundhenk, the Rev,
Dr. J. 1. Adams, Louls Francls, the Rev. John D,
Clurk and the Rev. 8 G, Welskotten were appoint-
wl to arrange for o publie meeting to discuss the
| subjert. A elreular wis wleo lssued and malled to
a large number of Eastern Distriet residents.

Mayor \\'yulpr will preside at the meeting, and
FProfessor Franklin W. Hooper, the director of the
Institute, will make an address, There will also be
addresses by a number of clergymen,

s e ——
SUDDEN DEATH OF SAMUEL DIXON.

Samuel Dixon, who was for many years a resldent
of the Eastern District, died suddenly on Friday
night at his home, No. 141 Keap-st. A foaw seconds
befors tha end came he had asked his wifa to pre-
pare some broth for him, and as Mrs. Dixon started
to leava the roam he fell dead.

Mr. Dixon had been complaining of feellng i1l for
three days, but did not take to his bed. He was
born In New-York, and was sixty-five years old.
For more than forty years he llved In Brooklyn.
Ha was engaged in the produce commisslon busi-
ness In Greenwich-st.,, New-York, at the time of his
death. About four months ago he was stricken
with heart dlscase, but the attack wira not of a
serfous nature at the time, and he continued to at-

tend to business. Mr. Dixon w
conslatory of the First n-toml:'d “c;?Jr“Jr'-’.”'nﬂ:’.sf.’.‘}

the oMce of secretary. He had made up the min-
utes and books of the church mmi Just before he
dled. He 'lllll!lmnf“ klyn Lodge

., and ﬁ I.l’n'nc ngﬂ. fn?.'nu 3£
E—. Tha funeral be la te-morrow ..EI.‘..

the present contrast |l not proceeding at all to |
the satisfaction of the memhers of the Commis- |

‘werg killed by lghtning

A YEAR OF G00D WORK,

WHAT THE STATE CHARITIES AID AS-
SOCTATION HAS ACCOMPLISHED.

IMPROVEMENTS IN THE !NHTiTI’T]ﬁ.\'S
IN FLATBUSH-8OME OF THE ORGANI
ZATION'S ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

The IKings County Visiting Committee of the
State Charitles Ald Assoclation held one of Its
most Interesting meetings of the year In the Brook-
Iyn Library Bullding last Thursday. Mrs. Tunis G.
Rergen, chaleman of the committes, preslded, and
her report gshowed that tha year had seen a re-
markable Improvement fn the institutions at Flat-

bush,

This committee has muds many suggestions to the
Commissioners of Charities, which nearly always
have been adopted by them.

The most Important resclution adopted at Thurs-
day's meeting was one suggested by Mra. Ber-
gen, which recommends that the Commissioners
appolnt o woman as deputy or clerk to hear the
complaints of women,

“This suggestion |8 of so great importance that
It 18 a wonder it never oceurred to us before,” sald
Mrg. Bergen yesterday. it is as lmportant to have
a woman Lo hear complaints and recelve applica-
tiona from women ag it 18 to have matrons in sta-
tlon-houses. It 18 true that the present Com-
missloners retire from office on January 1, but we
think that If they appoint 4 woman to this office
the propriety of it will be %0 ohvious that future
Hoards of Charitles will never depart frum the
precedent &0 established.”

Mry, Bergen, referring to her report and to the
proceedingy of the meeting to a Tribune reporter
yesterday, sald:

“Radical Improvements have been made (0 the
bulldings and grounds of the almehouse and hos-
pital. Thig work has been done by convicts, THe
hutldings have Leen reconstructed and repoviated,
and the improvements in the almshouse are eSpe-
clally pleasing.

“The nurses’ home s now complete,
cupled last week, and the work of the tralning
school hag now begun. The oppbriunity Is thus
offered for getting better nurses. The scparate
ward for consumptives I8 wiso complete, Changes
have besn wrought In the pavilion for imbaciles,
At the aimshouse for women, the hasement wards,
which were commented upon by this commifiee a8
belng Inappropriate for use os dormitories, have
bevn thoroughly renovated. ne hundred vld wom-
en have been taken to the second floor, A8 the
hasement was l-ventilated and uncomfortable, we
are eapecindly gratith A ot this change.

“yWe adopled w resolution recommending that a
ward in the woman's almshouse be sct aside for
extremely old and feeble women. They should be
in eharge of the hospital ataf and of rained
nurees, so that thoy mny be ciared for properly

“The new bathhouse of the almshouse, with hot
nand oo taths, is n marked tmprovement
over the old svetem, when there was a single tub

or trough for all
“The mschool for incapahle ehlldren |s daing well

It was pinced In charge of an expert from Elwyn,

MANY

1t was o¢-

the Clvitar

Penn., whose salary was first pald by
Clith, but who {8 now pald by the elty There are
twonty-five children  finder  tnstraetion Twalve

ehililren sent from this school to the Cralg Colony,
are reported to he brighter

in l4vingston County,
than the averages his speaks well for the triln.
ing they recelve .t

That avercrow g hns not heepn done away
altogether 8 shown by the offiela]l statement that
thers were 1,37 ipmuates In the

tember 3, w the proper capncit
The hosplta) contalned, on the same date,
the penltentiary 728

INSTITUTE FPEATURES THIS WEEK.

THE THIRD CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT-A
LECTURE RY T'R. EMERY

The princionl feature of thin week in the pro-
geamnme of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Scl-
ances 15 the third chamber musie concert of the
senson, which will be given on Wednesday cvening
In Assoclation MHall, at Bond and Fulton sts. The
concert will bhe given hy lering Btrine Quars-
tat of Chicago, which is crganized as follows
Theodnre  Splering, first violing Otte Rothrborn,
second violing Adolph Weldlg, viola, and Herman
IHentel The guartet will be asslsted by
Hugo Wittg nateln, futlst. It will be the ocoasion
of the frst appearince of this organization hefore
a Hrooklyn wudiences, and much interest (2 atiached
to the conecert, The programme {8 4 solid one, v -
cluding the quartet In C major for strings by
Moaart, & serenade in D major for violln, viola und
flute, by Hesthoven, and a quartet In D minor for
strings, a posthumous work of Schubert

Sidney Woollett, wha some weeks ago read Long-
fellw's “Hiawatha'' bafora the Institute, will read
twice this week, on Friday afternoon and Saturday
ovening., each reading being in Asroctation Hall
on Friday afterncon Mr. Woallett will read Ten-
nyson's CElalne,” and for the evening reading
“Ernoch Arden' 18 scheduled

Mr apd Mrs. Georg Henschel, who begar

sorias of song recitals to be glven by :hn-
o

raalln

ths

this season, proved so satisfactory
audisnes who heasd them that, by request they ars
to give an extra concert in Association Hall on

Wednosday evening, [ecember 1. The programma
will ba entirely different from that at the previous
poneart, and I8 calculated (o show the versatility of
hoth artists

Of the regulnr programme of lectures, one undaor
the alsplees of the department of chemistry on Fri
dny evenlng in the Art Bullding, at No 174 Mon-
tniie st will prove interesting. Health Commls.
atoner 7 Taylor Emery Is to talk on “Sanitation
tor the Uity of Beooklyn,' and hla lecture will be
flustrated by lantern photographs,

- » i
THINE LIGHTNING  KILLED THEM.

MEN WHO PERISHED IN AN OFEN ROAT mn NOT,
IT 18 THOUGHT, DIE FROM EXPOSURE

Reatdonts of Riverhead sre much Interested In
tha discussion as to whother Andrew Poley and
Willlam Wells, who died on Tueslay, were killed
by a stroke of Hghtning. Several physivians of
Eastern Suffolk think 1t imprabable that the men
eould have died an a result of exposure In a tems
perature of thirty-nine digrees.  There was thun-
der el Ilﬁmulug on Tuesdny night

Dr. I (. Cornwell of Jamesport, sald that he

had no doubt that the men, who were in & boat,
Lauther Moore, of Ague-

hogtue, who ts Poley's father-in-law, is of the same
opinlon, ay thers wers murks on the men's hodles,
evidently enused by lghtning. Poley was alting
In the boat, ms If steering, when he was kil
Thoe mast was broken and the deck.tori up, and
there wera other indlcatlons of Hghining,

Al e e
GOOD NEWS WAS FATAL

MRE. HARBON DIED FROM EXCITEMENT CAUSED
BY OHBEAT JOY.

Execessive joy seldom kills, but something closely
akin to It was the cause of the sudden dvath yes-
terday morning, at No. 24 Cleveland-st., of Mrs
Nellle Harbon, wite of Charles J. Harbom, a #allor
lately returned to Hrooklyn from a cruise, which
kept him away from his young wife for two years,

Harbon had just told his wife that he had made
his plans to resign from the Navy and stay home

K-

with her. Hhe was averjoyed, and showed It
bracing his wite Harbon Kkiz#ed her on the fore-
head.

“Kiss me agaln, Charlie; it may take awny the
terrible paln gn my heald,” sald she. And then she
turned pale, clusped her hands to her heid, and
would have fallen to the floor but for her hus-
band's support, larbon was frightened ns he saw
his wife's eyea close, and laying her on a lounge
rushed to !ﬂe ofMiee of Dr. Frank Senlor, at No,
246 Arlington-ave,, & short distance away, The
shyslclan, us soon as he looked st Mre. Harbon,
.'1.-.-1am1 her dead  Coroner Nuson held an In-
ueat lato yesterday afternoon, and  found that
enth had resulted from the rupture of a blood ves-
sl In the brain, probably caused by undue exclte-

ment.
*

DK, ABBOTT TO PREACH IN ST. PAUL

Tha Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, of Plymouth Chureh,
will this evening begln o serfes of Sunday evenlog
discourses on “The Life and Epistles of Paul.”

There I8 as much interest manifested In this
sories of sermons as there wis A year ago on those
concerning the Bible as literature, Dr. Abbott sald
yesterday that the lectures would continus until

after Easter and that the system of questioning that
revalled o last winter's course will be followed up

his winter S
YERSIN'S ANTI-PLAGUE SERUM,

Prom The New-York Medlcal Record.

It 18 reported from Bombay that Yersin has had
much succeéss with his anti-plague serum, the on|
cases not amenable to trentment being those whic
were seen too late, the disease having already be-
comae firmly established and the patlent belng pracs
tieally marlbund.

DRIVERS ORGANIZE.

THEY FORM A GOOD ROADS ABSOCIA-
TION OF THEIR OWN,

THEIR INTERESTRE TO BE LOOKED AFTER
IN THE FAME MANNER THAT THE
L. A. W. PROTECTS WHREELMEN,

William M, Clarke, General Eastern Agent of
the Missourl Pacific Rallway, who lives In 8tuy-
vesant-ave., ex-Alderman Itjen, W. J. Moser,
the lveryman: A R. Baxter, (0, M. Johnson, C,
Wright, A. H. Nichols, A. A. Dien, John F.
Burton, Charles E. Moser and others, all of
whom are horse owners and frequent the Boule-
vard In pleasant weather, niet last night at Min-
den's Hotel on the Boulevare and organized the
Drivers' Good Roads Assoclation, which is de-
glgned to protect the Intercsts of horsemen to
samewhat the fame extent that the L. A. W,
and Good Roads Assoclation now look after the
welfare of the wheelmen.

The organization wlill be sirengthened by ag-
gressive work on the part of the organizers, and
it Is hoped that many abuses which at present
annoy the horsemen of New-York and Brooklyn
will be done away with,

Mr. ("lark: s ane of the prime movers In the
new assaciatlon. A week or two ago he called
the attention of @ number of his friends to the
poor condition of the lower part of the Boulevard,
and contrasted it with the well-kept eycle paths
provided by the city. All agreed that while the
wheelmen were entitled to all they received, the
drivers were often ignered, and ought to pros

tect thelr rights,
When Mr. Clarke was seen at Minden’s last

night he sald:

“We have had some little trouble in getting
started up to thls time, bet there is a strong
sentiment which has prompted the organization
af the Drivers' Association, We are not hostile
to the wheelmen, but we fecl that when so much
{s being done for eycling, some of the needs of
horsemen should Le attended to. 1 have no
doubt at all of the success or the permanency of
the assoclation,”

W. J. Moser, proprietor of the Opera Stables,
in Halgey-ct,, sald;

“Phe trouble 8 this, When a member of the
League of American Wheelmen goes to the
Park Commission and makes a complaint, the
aMelal at once takes off his hat and pays tha
decpest attention. If a horseman makes a com.
plaint the Commissioner is Hkely to ask, "Who
are you, anyway? and the complaint 18 ignored,
We Intend to organize and gei our rights. The
wheslmen have splendiid paths of thelr awn, and
yet drivers of horses are compelled to dodge
women and unskilful riders, who desert the
paths for the genera!l roadways, Numbers of
blovellsts persistently use the highways, and
seem to regard the presence of a horse as a sort
of impertinence.”

The tollowing offivers were elacted: President,
Willlam M. Clarke; viee-president, BEhen .
Hoggs; treasurer, B 0L I:jr-:\.’--'rt'm!'}" Wilils
E. Stafford,

“Our firet move after getting thoronghly or-
ganized,” smd President Clarke, “will be an
ffor: to have the Boulpvard macadamized all
the way to the sea. At present there Is ma-
cadam for two miles and goft road the rest
of the way, for three miles, Nobody wants to
rlde half way down the Boulevard and then
turn and come back. This we have to do when
it ralne, and it is somewhat annoying to se
the wheslmen go all the way to the sea on their
hard, smooth paths, It ls an exhilarating thing
ta lonk at the ocean, and the Atlantic makes
a pleasant objective point for a drive. Bo oup
first move will be to get the lower end of the
Boulevard paved.

“We are in no sense antagonistie to cyelists,
In fact, most of us ride wheels, Thelr perfect
organization has been an ohject lesson to us.'
| Ahout twenty-five prominent drivers attended
| the meeting, among them; Willis ¢, Evans, C,
J. Muoller, Jr., T. Maoser, John H. Monteath, N.
L. Rappelyea, Peter Wond, H. Delamater, C. W,
Tandy, William Munch, Henry Gerhardt, H. 8,
Balrd, A, J. Sayer, Claud M. Johnson, George
Reltze, John Clark, Martin Sinnot, K. H, Moger,

hi

Fhomas Monahan, Charles Lewis, Harry
Josephs and Joseph Balmers.
ek
'OBITUARY.

HENRY HOLDEN.

Henry Holden, one of Brookiyn's oldest residentsy
dled on Friday morning trom heart disease at his
home, No. 78 Washington-ave,

Mr, Holden was born in Beckley, Sussex County,
Evgnnd, Janaury 14, 86, and came 1o Brooklyn
forty-eight yoars ago. Soon after his arrival in

America he became engaged in the trucki busl
ness, The enterprise was surwls.-'ful. and In &
short f_l‘lllv' he aceumulated a competence.

In 1867 Mr Holden became connected with the

Perkina Goodwin
with this cor

FPaper Compuny, and remalned
rnoup to the tite of nis death,

The funeral will ba held this afternoon at &
o'clock. The Rev. Charles L. Goodell, pastor of
the Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal Church,
will oMeiate. A wildow, one dauvghter and thres

sung Survive url ! he
in lirrvjtrl “I_ :rudh:tt?ineilirirr'\"dir:rjnrll." l'l;:) \:r“ l‘:.l'n:;l"nfl?i?.ﬂy Pt
CATHERINE M'ERIDE WILDER.

Mrs, Catherine MeBride Wilder, wife of Dr. R,
G, Wilder, died yestorday morning from hoart dise
ease at her home, No. 32 Fart Greene Place.

Mrs. Wilder was born in Cold 8pring, Long

Isiond, in Decomber, 183 and came to Brooklyn
twenty years ago, The Rev, Mo tGoodell wiil con-

duet the runeral, and the burial will be 1o the
family plot In  Greenwosd Cemetery to-morrow
morning

. B
A CHIER OF POLICE ARRESTED,

HE CARRIED OUT VILLAGE LAWS BY KILLING A
DOG, AND NOW HE 15 IN TROUBLE.

Deputy Sherift John F. Rogers, who {s Chlef of
Police of the village of Southampton, was arrested
yesterday on complaint of Samue] Rodber, the vils
Iage blucksmith, Rogers was tuken into custody
becitse he wos obeying the laws of the village,

There |8 a dog ordinance in Southampton, and it
was while trying to carry out its provisions that
Hogers got Into trouble,  The ordinance requires the
Chipf to eateh g unlicensed dogs, remove them to
the pound, inform the owners, and if the fine {m-
posad 18 not pald the dogs ure 10 e shot. Rogers
I8 expected to cateh the dogs, as well as to be on
the lookout for thieves und other lawbreakers.
Southampton Is a qulet town, and of late there has
been no excltement there except that caused by the
Chilef of Police going through backyards and over
fenees trylng to arrest dogs.

On Friday the water spaniel belonging to the vil-
luge blacksmith was in the street. Chlef Rogers
notlead that the dog was not leeased and promptly
selzod him, After the dog was in the pound Rodber
wae tnformed, He would net pay the fine, it {s al-
loged, and his dog was killed. This made Rodber
furious. He applied to Justice of the Peace W. M.
flowell for o warrant for the arrest of Rogers,
Rodber ehatged the Chlef with stealing his dog, but
Justice Howell would not issue the warrant. Then

Rodber threatened suit against the Village Trus-
teos, anld Justiee Howell was 'n ivague with the
Chlet and the other officials, and on leaving the
Justioo's ofes declured that he would secure

warrant if he had to go to the end of Long lilmz

for it.

or{mibvr hitched up his rig and drove to Bridge-
hampton.  There Justice of the Peace G Clarence
Topping was more sympathetic, and he issued the
warrant. This wis glven to Sherlff Terry to serve,
and he placsd the Chief under arrest.

Chlef Rogers was taken to Hridgehampton, ar-
ralgned before Justice Topping on the charge made
against him hy Blacksmith Rodber, ploaded not
gullty, and was Informed that he would be told
when the trial date would be set,

—

BURNED BY EXPLODING GASOLINE.

Altred Worden who lives In State-st,, near Courts
st and George Brown, tweniy-two years old, of
Webster-ave,, near Firsi-si., Windsor Terrace, were
badly burned by the explosion of a gasoline tank
yesterday afterncon In a shed in Pain's fireworke
factory, Coney laland-ave, and Avenue 8. Tha men
were working In a shed used ns a drying room, near
a tank Alled with gasoline, when there was an ex-

losion, and the biroing fluld spattered over thelr
ands and fuces, The fire was soon out, but the men
were nearly erasy with the paln from their burns
before Dr. H. 8 Forman got to them. They were
taken to the Methodist Hosplial.

m——— e - —— —

INJURED BY A SCAFFOLD COLLAPSE.

As a result of the parting of the boards In &
scaffold used in the erection of the new Bedford
Presbyterian Church, at Dean.st. and Bedford-ave,
three of tha workmen were thrown te the ground,
a distance of about thirty feet, and two had to be
removed to the hospital, Lawrence Bmith, the
foreman, who lives at No. 482 Fulton-st., sustained
a fracture of the ribs and was removed to his
home, Gustave Wagner, s helper, who is forty
pears old, and lives at Eillnxlon. N. Y,, received &
racture of the arm and was taken to St. John's
Hospitnl, James A. Walker, & stone-cutter, twens
ty-throo years old, of No. 47 Bergen-st. recelved
lacerated wounds of the face and shoulders an
was also taken to 8t. John's Liospital. tlg'f

men w!lm were on the scaffold at the




